
Appendix E-11

Your crosstab will look a little confusing due to presence of numbers instead of actual variable values. If you have 
the codebook for your data on hand, you can quickly change this manually. For example, we know that a value of 1 
is assigned to VOTE00 variable if the respondent voted in the 2000 Presidential elections. We can change the cell 
accordingly. 

Excel does not offer an option to simultaneously display both the count and percentage within the same crosstab. 
You can observe percentages (of rows or columns) by clicking Value Field Settings—% of column—OK. 

Since there were so few people that either refused to answer the question about 
voting or cannot recollect whether they voted, you have an option of dropping these 
two rows from the table (this will, of course, change the grand total counts, so you 
might not want to do this). Click the little arrow next to the VOTE00 cell in the table 
and uncheck these two rows. Click OK. 

Three-Variable Crosstabs

It is very easy to convert the crosstab you have created into a three-variable crosstab. 
The two-variable cross-tab we have created demonstrated that individuals with 

higher levels of education (those who have completed high school and/or some col-
lege) were more actively involved in voting in the 2000 Presidential election than 
individuals who have completed grade school. But perhaps education is not really 
a  moving force behind individuals’ propensity to be politically active, and the 
relationship we observed is due to extraneous factor. To explore the relationship 


